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The Blessings of Being in Christ

Lesson 7 | Romans 5:1-21

Once we put our faith in Jesus for salvation, what happens next? In
this passage, Paul walks through the blessings we have in Christ, and
the position we have which gives us those blessings.

The Blessings We Have through Jesus Christ (5:1-11)
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The Blessing of (5:1)
Paul warned his readers that God was wrathfully angry against sin. The
first benefit of our justification, then, is peace with God. Being justified
means first that we are no longer at war with our Creator.

The Blessing of (5:2)
The word that is here used for “access” was used to describe those
who could come before the king and those who came to God with
sacrifices and to be purified. Because of the work of Jesus believers
can now come before their God and King with confidence.

The Blessing of (5:2-5)
Now that we stand before God justified we have hope for the future.
In the Bible, hope is a confident expectation that something will
happen.

The Blessing of (5:5-8)
Our confidence that God will do what He said is rooted in the fact that
He loves us, and this is a love we can know for certain. The certainty
of God’s love comes the work of the Spirit in our hearts (5:5) and the
work of Christ on the cross (5:6-8).
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The Blessing of (5:9-11)
Reconciliation is when there are two individuals or groups which
aren’t getting along resolve their differences. We have peace with
God because we have been reconciled to God.
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Believers have the benefits that they do because of Jesus Christ and
Him alone. Repeatedly throughout this chapter, Paul teaches that the
blessings we have come “through” or “by” Jesus Christ.

Our Old Position in Adam — and
Our new life in Christ must first be understood by comparing it to our
old life before Christ. Before we were in Christ, we were “in Adam.”
When Adam sinned he fell and dragged all of humanity with him. Here
We were all born in Adam, which means we were all born into sin and
have all chosen to sin, and sin always leads to death.

Our New Position in Christ — and
Sin and death came into the world because of Adam’s transgression,
but Adam “is the figure [or type] of him that was to come.” Just as
everyone is in Adam and bears the guilt of their forefather, Jesus came
as a different representative for humanity. Those who have put their
faith in Jesus are now no longer in Adam; they are instead in Christ. In
Adam all die, but through Christ all can be made alive.

The of Being in Christ

Being in Christ makes we go from a condemned status before God to
having life and having it more abundantly. Once again, Paul teaches
that God added the law, not so that people could be righteous before
God, but so that sin could be seen to be sin. The law is like a light that
God shines on our sin, but rather than give up their sin, sinners
responded to the law by becoming even more sinful. But the more and
more ugly and gruesome sin became, the more God’s grace was seen.
Sin might abound, grace abounds more.
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