
 
 

 

The Religious Need the Gospel (Part 2) 
Lesson 4 | Romans 2:17-3:8 

 

Many people assume they are right with God. Paul teaches that 

knowing God’s Word and having the right heritage is not enough to 

be right with God, and then he addresses objections the Jews might 

have had.  

Knowing God’s ___________ Doesn’t Guarantee Salvation  
(Romans 2:17-24) 

Paul begins by focusing on one of the great advantages the Jews had: 

their possession of the law, likely referring to the Scriptures. 

The Spiritual ________________ of the Jews (17-20) 

Paul gives a long list of reasons why the Jews might be think they are 

okay with God. Most of these end up having to do with the fact that 

Israel possessed God’s Word. 

• The Jews had God’s law. 

• The Jews knew God’s law. 

• The Jews promoted God’s law. 

The Spiritual ________________ of the Jews (21-24) 
But as Paul has said before, simply knowing God’s law isn’t enough if 

you don’t keep God’s law. Paul lists off several serious sins that Jews 

had committed: stealing, adultery, and idolatry. He isn’t saying every 

Jew has committed every one of these sins, but rather that as a nation 

there are many examples of this. Such examples show that Israel 

doesn’t practice what it preaches. We are all tempted to think that 

teaching about the danger of something is good enough.  
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Being a ___________ Doesn’t Guarantee Salvation  
(Romans 2:25-29) 

The Jews were proud of the unique place given to their nation. God 

made promises to their forefathers that he hadn’t made to other 

nations. This relationship was signified by circumcision, a practice that 

marked out who was part of Israel and who wasn’t. If you were 

circumcised and part of Israel, didn’t that mean that you were on good 

terms with God?“ God is not just interested in your nationality,” Paul 

tells the Jews. He is interested in your heart. What you are in secret 

matters much more than who you identify with publicly.  

_________________ to God’s Judgment of the Jews  
(Romans 3:1-8) 

Paul anticipates Jewish objections to his message and so he answers 

questions he knows they some listeners will have.  

So __________ __________ is it to be a Jew? (1-2) 
“Well then what good is it to even be Jewish? Why be God’s specially 

chosen people if the result is that it does you no good?!” 

Answer: There are many blessings, especially having Scripture! 

Does Jewish ______________ cancel God’s faithfulness? (3-4) 
“So, if God promised good things for Israel, but Israel was unfaithful, 

doesn’t that cancel out God’s promise of blessings for Israel?” 

Answer: No! Man’s sin only highlights the faithfulness of God! 

If highlights God’s righteousness, should God judge? (5-6) 
 “So if God remains faithful, and our sin simply emphasizes His 

righteousness, wouldn’t that mean our sin is a good thing?”  

Answer: No! God is a righteous judge who will deal with sin. 

If sin brings God glory, why would God judge me for it? (7-8) 
“If sin results in God’s glory, isn’t my lie a good thing?” 

Answer: No! Those who think such a way are rightly condemned. 
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