Ready

with an answer

a small group study on apologetics

Lesson 4 — Does God Exist?

Few issues shake the confidence of a believer quite like questioning of
God’s existence. Although most people in America today believe in
some sort of God, questions of God’s existence remain for struggling
believers, agnostics (“l don’t know if there is a God”), and atheists (“I
don’t think there is a God”). So how should we respond?
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The Classical Arguments for God’s Existence

The Argument from

That anything exists instead of nothing existing points to a Creator.
Aristotle argued for what he called “the unmoved mover” or “first
cause.” Everything happens in response to something else, which also
happens in response to something else, all the way back to the very
beginning. The Bible teaches that God is the cause for everything that
exists (Genesis 1:1; Acts 17:24, 28; Romans 1; Psalm 19).

The Argument from

The more we know about the complex world in which we live, the
more we realize that things didn’t just happen. The design and
purpose of creation is pointed out by passages such as Romans 1:19-
20, Job 38-42, and Romans 11:36.

The Argument from

Everyone believes certain things are wrong. They may define right and
wrong differently, but everyone believes in a moral code they expect
others should follow, even if they don’t. The Bible teaches that man
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does indeed have a moral code written in his heart, and that moral
code comes from God (Romans 2:14-16).
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does indeed have a moral code written in his heart, and that moral
code comes from God (Romans 2:14-16).

When we come to the Bible’s arguments for the existence of God, we
find a strange silence. The Bible has a lot to say about God, but the
Bible itself never sets out to try to convince anyone that God exists.

The Bible Teaches that Everyone God (Rom 1:19-20)

Paul shows that God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against those
who know about God but reject that knowledge and replace it. People
know truth about God intrinsically, but they go on to reject that truth.

The Bible Teaches that Everyone God (Rom 1:21-25)

Man’s response to God’s revelation is rejection. He rejects and
replaces the knowledge of God but can only do so for so long before
he destroys himself and becomes a fool.
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Help for Conversations about God’s Existence
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All of this is interesting, but how do we share all of this? How do we
interact with people who claim not to believe in God or are struggling
with whether or not God exists?

Discussions with

e See this doubt for what it is —
e Use the weapons at your disposal — and the
e Realize that battles may drag on and

Discussions with

e Praythat the would open blinded eyes.

e Point them to the

e Share the with them anyway, God'’s
Word to do its work.

as evidence of the Creator.
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