humanity and the image of God

Lesson 3 — Something Has Gone Terribly Wrong

The Fall

God created a beautiful world and made two humans to reflect Him
to the entire creation. But then God gave man a choice to submit to
His plan humbly and obediently or to rebel against his Creator and do
things man’s own way. Adam and Eve decided to reject God’s plan,
thinking they knew better, and the results have been catastrophic.

Rebellion against the Creator
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Rebel against God’s Created Order (Gen 3)
Genesis 3 tells us about a literal, historical event in which a man and a
woman rejected the command that God had given them, but it also
serves as an important case study for all subsequent sin.

e People sin because they want to be in (Gen 3:4-5).
The serpent’s lie to Eve was simple: you can be like God by
deciding what is right and wrong. All sin is a demand that humans
make to decide on our own terms what is good and evil.

e People sin because they think better (Gen 3:6).
In Genesis 1 and 2 we read repeatedly that “God saw that it was
good.” Now Eve looks at something that God says was bad and
decides it is good (Genesis 3:6).

e People sin because they
(Gen 3:6).
Eve wanted the fruit. Nobody forced her to sin, and nobody forces

what they can’t have

us to sin. We sin because we want what has been forbidden.
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Rebel against God’s Created Order (Gen 11:1-9)
The first several chapters of Genesis show us individuals in rebellion
against God. In Genesis 11, we find Babel — a city of people united and
organized in calculated rebellion against God. Rather than ruling God'’s
earth and seeking the glory of God, they try to make a name for
themselves and focus on staying put. Cultures all throughout history
have rebelled against God and against His Word. This rebellion may
look different from culture to culture, but all cultures throughout the
history of the world have rebelled against God’s Word.

Result of the Rebellion
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The strongest and most severe consequence of man’s rebellion was
death, but it wasn’t the only consequence.

Rebellion and the of
The image of God has not been destroyed by sin, but it has been
damaged. We still reflect God, but not as well as we did before sin.

Rebellion and the
Part of the curse was to frustrate the job that man was given. Man
was told to fill the earth and rule over the planet. Now childbirth
would bring great pain and the earth would bring forth thorns. The
New Testament describes what God created as “made subject to
vanity” (Romans 8:20). Work was still good, but it was now frustrating.
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Our culture is rebelling against God in many ways, but we will focus
on issues related to men and women. The most obvious and offensive
rebellion today is the transgender movement, but we must also look
at the question of homosexuality, the sexual revolution which prizes
pleasure above all else, and even rebellion in the roles that God has
given to men and women. Every time the deciding factor must be
what God has said in His Word, because when man decides he is the
standard and not God the unraveling of society is not far away.
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