
 

A Gracious God and a Bitter Bethlehemite 

Ruth 1:6-22 

God knows when to show tough love and when to be gentle. The first 

few verses show God’s discipline of a wandering child, and the rest of 

the book shows us God’s kindness and goodness to that same child. 

A Gracious God (1:6-7) 

God’s gracious pursuit of Naomi begins verse 6, where Naomi gets 

some good news for the first time in this story and continues 

throughout the chapter as God shows her He has not abandoned her.  

God _____________ His People with _____________ (1:6-7) 
The author doesn’t tell us if there was repentance or if God was simply 

compassionate. Our perspective is of Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah, and 

nothing that any of them have done seems to have “earned” this.  

God Sends Naomi Home with _____________ (1:16-18) 
Naomi’s bitter complaint that God had sent her home empty seems 

harsh with Ruth standing right there! Naomi thought she was empty 

since there was no man to care for her, but God had provided 

something different and better than what she expected.  

God _____________ Their Return ___________ Perfectly (1:22) 
Barley was the first crop to be harvested, so Naomi and Ruth returned 

when they had the best chance of getting food.  
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A Dedicated Daughter-in-Law (1:8-18) 

Naomi’s _____________ to Return (1:8-9) 
In Naomi’s first speech she tells her daughters-in-law to return to their 

own homes, rather than go with her to Judah. On a material level, 

Naomi wanted what was best for her daughters-in-law. On a spiritual 

level, Naomi’s advice was disastrous.  

Orpah’s _____________ to Return (1:10-14) 
Both Ruth and Orpah initially reject Naomi’s proposal. Orpah cares 

deeply for Naomi and initially intends to go with her at great personal 

cost. This was a tough decision for Orpah, but in the end she listened 

to her mother-in-law and went home. 

Ruth’s _____________ Refusal to Leave (1:15-18) 
In contrast to her sister, Ruth refuses to leave. She “clings” to her 

mother-in-law. She then resists Naomi’s attempt to get her to return 

and pledges her loyalty to Naomi, her people, and her God.  

A Bitter Bethlehemite (1:19-22) 

By the end of chapter one things are looking up for Naomi, but now 

we get a chance to see what is really going on in Naomi’s heart it isn’t 

pretty. Naomi was kind with her daughters-in-law, even offering them 

a blessing in the name of the Lord. But her real perspective comes out 

when she asks that her name be changed from “lovely” to Marah 

(“bitter”) because “the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me.”  

Ruth 1 introduces us to some familiar characters. There is Orpah, the 

person making a good faith effort to do the right thing until things get 

tough and no one expects you to keep going. There is Naomi, the 

believer who hasn’t completely given up on God, but who’s life is a 

mangled mixture of faith and unbelief and bitterness. Finally there’s 

Ruth, the naïve but faithful believer doing right when it’s hard and 

they don’t have the answers. And behind it all is God, the one silently 

and graciously writing a story that brings hope and restoration to one 

family, and through that family to the whole world.  
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