
 

Lesson 1 – What Is a Human? 

Mankind and the Image of God 

 

The world views humanity as nothing more than a highly evolved 

animal, but the Bible tells a very different story. The Bible informs us 

that God made man to bear the image of God. But what exactly does 

that mean, and what difference does that make in our lives?  

The Description of the Image of God 

The Image of God in the _______________ Testament 

Many have debated what it means that man is created “in God’s 

image” and “after his likeness,” but the Bible doesn’t give a clear 

explanation of what it means to be in God’s image. All of who we are 

is made in the image of God. Some of the ways people have suggested 

man is like God include the following: 

• Intellect 

• Relationships  

• Morality  

_______________ and _______________ in the Image of God 

The Bible is clear that “in the image of God created he him; male and 

female created he them.” When we talk about God making “man” in 

his image, we need to understand this means “mankind” and includes 

both men and women. Some things about men uniquely display the 

image of God, and some things about women that uniquely display 

the image of God. Together men and women reflect their Creator. 
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The Image of God and the _______________Testament 

The image of God shows up in the New Testament as well. We will 

spend more time in future lessons looking at many of these passages, 

but for now look up the following references and describe what they 

teach us about the image of God in man: 

• 1 Corinthians 11:7 

• 1 Corinthians 15:49 

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 

• 2 Corinthians 4:4 

• Colossians 1:15 

• Colossians 3:10 

• James 3:9 

 

The Application of the Image of God 

We Have Special _______________ 

• We should think rightly about our own value because we are 

made in the image of God.  

 

• We should think rightly about the value of others because they 

are made in the image of God (Genesis 9:6; James 3:9). 

 

We Have a Special _______________ 

The image of God is put side by side with another important biblical 

concept – the dominion mandate. In Genesis 1:26a we are told about 

God making man in His image, and then in Genesis 1:26b we are told 

that man was given the task to rule over creation. We were made to 

be God’s representatives on earth, and as such it is our job to take 

care of the world God made.  
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