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The gospel covers deep, spiritual, transcendent theology but connects
that theology to the rough and tough realities of everyday life. After
finishing his presentation of what the gospel is, Paul goes on to explain
how the gospel should change us.
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Your (1)
Paul’s opening charge as he finishes discussing what God has done is
that we should willingly present our bodies as a sacrifice to God. The
basis for this sacrifice is “the mercies of God.” Paul says that to give
yourself totally to God is your “reasonable service;” it just makes
sense. God’s incredible love and goodness which He lavished on those
who are in Christ should motivate them to live for Him.

Your (2)
But it’s not just what we do with our bodies that matters to the Holy
Spirit. Our actions are always the result of our thinking, and so if we
want to change our actions we need to first change our thinking. Paul
warns that we not be conformed to the world, but instead should be
transformed in the way we think. Worldly thinking will lead to worldly
living, and consecrated thinking will lead to holy living.
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After talking about the importance of consecration, the Holy Spirit
leads Paul to immediately begin teaching on the importance of using
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our gifts in the church. While personal sanctification is important, that
sanctification will only work if done in the context of a church.

The of the Gifts (3-5)
Christians must beware the danger of thinking too highly of
themselves, but also the danger of thinking they are worthless. God
has given every believer spiritual gifts, and Christians should think
humbly but seriously about what their gift is and seek to use it for
God’s glory and others’ good.

The of the Gifts (6-8)
Paul gives a list of spiritual gifts to help us understand what kinds of
gifts are available. The point seems to be that whatever you do well,
do it for God'’s glory and the edification of other believers!

Consecration in the Life of the Believer (9-21)
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Relationships with Believers (9-16)

e Believers should have the right kind of (9-10).
e Believers should have the right kind of (11).
e Believers should have the right kind of to trials
(12).
e Believers should have the right kind of and
(13).
e Believers should have the right kind of (14-15).
e Believers should have the right kind of (16).
Relationships with (17-21)

While treating others well who wrong us might feel like a great
injustice, Romans reminds us that we don’t need to seek personal
retribution. God is the one who brings vengeance, and He will bring
vengeance. We are free to do good and love even those who hate us,
because we know that God is just and will address all wrongs.
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