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GST 611 SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY 1
BIBLIOLOGY and THEOLOGY PROPER
DR. LARRY R. OATS
Fall 2018
 
 
This course will examine the doctrines of the Bible (Bibliology) and of the Godhead (Theology Proper), with special emphasis on general and special revelation and the claims of revelation today; the doctrines of inspiration, inerrancy and preservation of Scripture; the King James issue; the attributes and unity of God; and a comparison of the God of the Bible with the gods of this age.
 
COURSE TEXTBOOK: Millard Erickson. Christian Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013. Third edition.
 
MBU INSTITUTIONAL OUTCOMES supported by this course: 
1. Communication Skills: Students will demonstrate competence in written, oral, and aesthetic communication.
2. Critical Thinking: Students will apply a framework for logical decision-making in various contexts.
3. Biblical Knowledge: Students will acquire skills related to biblical study methods, interpretation, and doctrine.
4. Biblical Application: Students will use discernment in moral situations by applying biblical precepts and principles to contemporary issues.

COURSE GOALS:
1. To strengthen your understanding of the doctrine of the Bible, the doctrine of God the Father, and present an introduction to Trinitarianism.
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]To enlarge your acquaintance with current literature on the doctrines of the Bible, God the Father, and the Trinity.
3. To understand the questions raised concerning Theology Proper and Bibliology and to be able to formulate answers based on biblical truth.
4. To assist you in developing your own Theology Proper and Bibliology.
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:
1. You will develop your own general outline of Theology Proper and Bibliology.
2. You will be able to recognize heresies which have developed concerning the doctrines of God and the Bible and be able to defend orthodoxy from those heresies.
3. You will learn how to answer questions which arise concerning the doctrines of God and the Bible.



READING ASSIGNMENT:
1. You must read chapters 6-17 of the textbook.If you have never read Charles Ryrie, Basic Theology, I strongly encourage you to read and reread his sections on Ecclesiology, Angelology and Eschatology as soon as possible.
2. Theologian Reading. You will select a theologian and read his work on Bibliology and Theology Proper. If your preferred theologian does not include all these topics, you may use multiple theologians. You may not have read your selected theologian for another systematic theology class. Be able to add to the class discussion by making appropriate remarks relative to his answers on the subjects we will be discussing. Check your choice with the instructor before you begin reading. You may choose from the following:
											
Berkhof, Louis. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1939. Reformed.
Boyce, James P. Abstract of Systematic Theology. Christian Gospel Foundation, [1887]. Baptist.
Buswell, James Oliver, Jr. A Systematic Theology of the Christian Religion. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1962-63. Reformed.
Chafer, Lewis Sperry. Systematic Theology. Dallas: Dallas Seminary, 1947-48. Dispensational.
Dabney, Robert L. Systematic Theology. Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1985 reprint. Presbyterian.
Finney, Charles G. Finney’s Lectures on Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1953 reprint. Arminian.
Gill, John. A Body of Doctrinal Divinity. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978 reprint. Baptist.
Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994. Charismatic and Reformed.
Hodge, Charles. Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1970 reprint. Presbyterian.
Litton, Edward Arthur. Introduction to Dogmatic Theology. London: James Clarke, 1960 reprint. Anglican.
MacArthur, John and Richard Mayhue. Biblical Doctrine: A Systematic Summary of Bible Truth. Wheaton: Crossway, 2017.
McCune, Rolland. A Systematic Theology of Biblical Christianity: Volume 1: Prolegomena and the Doctrines of Scripture, God and Angels and Volume 3: The Doctrines of Salvation, the Church and Last Things. Detroit: Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary, 2009 and 2010. Baptist and Dispensational.
Mueller, John T. Christian Dogmatics. St. Louis: Concordia, 1934. Lutheran.
Mullins, E. Y. The Christian Religion in Its Doctrinal Expression. Philadelphia: Judson Press, 1917. Southern Baptist.
Pieper, Francis. Christian Dogmatics. St. Louis: Concordia, 1950-57 reprint. Lutheran.
Pope, William Burt. A Compendium of Christian Theology. New York: Phillips and Hunt, [1875-1876]. Wesleyan.
Reymond, Robert L. A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1998. Presbyterian and Reformed.
Shedd, William G. T. Dogmatic Theology. Minneapolis: Klock and Klock, 1979 reprint. Presbyterian.
Strong, Augustus H. Systematic Theology. Valley Forge: Judson Press, 1907. Baptist.
Thiessen, Henry C. Introductory Lectures in Systematic Theology. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977 reprint. Baptist and Dispensational.
Thomas, W. H. Griffith. The Principles of Theology. London: Church Book Room, 1956. Anglican.
Wiley, H. Orton. Christian Theology. Kansas City: Nazarene Publishing Co., 1940-43. Nazarene.
Warfield, Benjamin B. Biblical and Theological Studies. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1976 reprint. Presbyterian.
Williams, J. Rodman. Renewal Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988-92. Charismatic.
3. Reading must total 1200 pages, including the textbook and research for your paper. Keep track of all reading and submit to the professor by the end of the semester the author, title, beginning and ending pages read, and total pages for each book or article you have read in the course of the semester. Use the Excel or PDF reading report in the Research Module.
4. See the Course Chart for the due date.
 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS
     
1. Part of your work assignment will be to contribute to the exegetical understanding of various passages of Scripture that relate to Bibliology and Theology Proper. We will explain this as we go, but it is basically an exegetical study of a key passage of Scripture (each student will have a different passage) on Theology Proper and Bibliology.

2. You will write your own doctrinal statement on Theology Proper and Bibliology. This should be approximately 8-10 pages in length and supported with Scripture. It should represent primarily conclusions, not arguments. It may be in outline or paragraph form, whichever is most helpful for you. See the Course Chart for the due date.

3. You will write one devotional on Bibliology and one on Theology Proper. See the Devotional Template in the Research module for instructions. 

4. You will write a 20+ page paper dealing with one specific aspect of Theology Proper or Bibliology. The topic must be approved by the professor. Indicate the question you are addressing (about one page in length), the biblical discussion of the issue in a biblical theology format (about four-eight pages), the response to that question throughout church history (about four-eight pages), the current issues revolving around that issue (about one-two pages, unless the problem is specific to this time period, which would be very rare), and finally your theology on the issue (about two-four pages). These page lengths are approximations and may be changed for your specific topic if the topic demands such a change.
a. Some notes on the paper:
i. Research should be from competent journals and scholarly books.
ii. Research from quality websites is acceptable, but may not be included in your reading page count or in your bibliography count.
iii. The intended audience should be any responsible theologian (therefore, you do not need to “pad” the paper with a lot of background information).
iv. Turabian must be followed for form and documentation. A sample paper and basic template are available for you in the Research Module.  
v. Use footnotes.
b. Grading will be based on:
i. thoroughness of research
ii. comprehension of the doctrine and problems related to it historically
iii. skillful handling of the text of Scripture in explaining the biblical theology
iv. accuracy and fairness in representing historical and current positions and opinions (do not misrepresent opposing viewpoints)
v. development of a carefully expressed theological conclusion, using the biblical and historical information presented in the paper
vi. ability to express yourself clearly and succinctly
c. Due Date: see the Course Chart.

TESTING

	GRADING

	Research Paper
	30%

	Discussion and Exegesis
	15%

	Personal Theology
	20%

	Final Exam
	20%

	Reading
	10%

	Devotionals
	5%


	GRADING SCALE

	94-100
	A

	92-93
	A-

	90-91
	B+ 

	85-89
	B

	83-84
	B-

	81-82
	C+

	75-80
	C

	73-74
	C-

	64-72
	D

	0-63
	F


There will be a final exam, which will include material from class notes, class discussion, and the reading. It will be posted on my.mbu.edu. See the Course Chart for the due date.
          











The Seminary anticipates that you will perform your academic work in a timely fashion. The development of time management skills while in Seminary will greatly benefit you in the future, both in your personal life and in your ministry. Ministry involves managing numerous activities at one time. You are preparing for a life ministry that will focus primarily on serving people. This demands a serious consideration of your own schedule and the schedules of those whom you serve. To encourage you in the development and strengthening of your time management skills, the Seminary has established a Late Academic Work Policy. Work not turned in on the day it is due will have its grade reduced 4% for each calendar day that it is late. At the same time, the Seminary realizes that serious extenuating circumstances, such as a lengthy illness or a death in the family, may prevent some students from completing class projects on time. Requests for appropriate extensions for these types of serious circumstances may be made to the Seminary Academic Senate, via a written petition submitted to the Seminary Office. 
 

ADA Statement

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, the law requires that all students with disabilities be given a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the Learning Assistance Program Director, in Old Main Room 207, (ph. 920/206-2340) or email learningassistance@mbu.edu .  
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__________. Systematic Theology: Abridged edition. 2 vols. Ed. by John F. Walvoord, Donald K. Campbell, and Roy B. Zuck. Wheaton: Victor, 1988.
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          A condensation and translation of Francis Pieper's Christliche Dogmatik (Christian Dogmatics) by a professor of systematic theology at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, a Missouri Synod Lutheran seminary. An excellent statement of conservative Lutheran theology.
Mullins, Edgar Young. The Christian Religion in Its Doctrinal Expression. Philadelphia: Judson Press, 1917.
          An evangelical systematic theology by a former president of the Southern Baptist Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky. Mullins lived from 1860 to 1928.
Murray, John. Collected Writings of John Murray. 4 vols. Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth, 1976-82.
          Murray (1898-1975) was professor of systematic theology at Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia and one of the most articulate modern defenders of Reformed theology.
Oden, Thomas. The Living God. Systematic Theology. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987.
          Oden is a Methodist theologian who has moved from his previous liberal theological convictions to a conservative evangelical position. He interacts extensively with theologians from the early history of the church.
Olson, Arnold T. This We Believe: The Background and Exposition of the Doctrinal Statement of The Evangelical Free Church of America. Minneapolis, Minn.: Free Church Publications, 1961.
          A guide to Christian doctrine based on the widely-used statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America. Olson was the first president of the Evangelical Free Church.
Ott, Ludwig. Fundamentals of Catholic Dogma. Ed. by James Canon Bastible. Trans. by Patrick Lynch. Rockford, IL: Tan Books, 1974. First Published in German in 1952. 
          A standard textbook of traditional Roman Catholic theology.
Packer, J. I. Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs. Wheaton: Tyndale House, 1993.
          This readable volume lives up to its name, because Packer, an Anglican with strong Reformed convictions, is a master of saying much in a few words. He is a professor of theology at Regent College in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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          This is standard systematic theology of conservative Lutheranism. Pieper (1852-1931) was a Missouri Synod theologian and professor and president of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis.
Pope, William Burt. A Compendium of Christian Theology. 2d ed. 3 vols. New York: Phillips and Hunt, 1880.
          This work, first published in 1875-76, is one of the greatest systematic theologies written from a Wesleyan or Arminian perspective.
Purkiser, W. T., ed. Exploring our Christian Faith. Kansas City, Mo.: Beacon Hill Press, 1960.
          A more popular Arminian systematic theology with contributions from several authors.
Ryrie, Charles. Basic Theology. Wheaton: Victor, 1986.
          A clearly written introduction to systematic theology from a dispensationalist perspective, by a former professor of systematic theology at Dallas Theological Seminary.
Shedd, William G. T. Dogmatic Theology. 3 vols. in 4. Reprint edition: Minneapolis: Klock and Klock, 1979. Originally published by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1889.
          A useful Reformed systematic theology by a former professor at Union Theological Seminary in New York. Shedd lived from 1820 to 1894.
Strong, Augustus H. Systematic Theology. Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson Press, 1907.
          Strong (1836-1921) was president and professor of theology at Rochester Theological Seminary, and, from 1905 to 1910, was the first president of the Northern Baptist Convention. This text was widely used in Baptist circles for most of the twentieth century, until it was largely replaced by Millard Erickson's Christian Theology (1983-85).
Thiessen, Henry Clarence. Introductory Lectures in Systematic Theology. Rev. by Vernon D. Doerksen. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1977. First published 1949.
          An evangelical systematic theology textbook by a former chairman of the faculty of the graduate school at Wheaton College. Thiessen is Baptistic and Dispensational in theological perspective.
Thomas, W. H. Griffith. The Principles of Theology: An Introduction to the Thirty-Nine Articles. Philadelphia: Philadelphia Theological Seminary, 1996. (First published 1930.)
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Thornwell, James Henley. The Collected Writings of James Henry Thornwell. 4 vols. Ed. by John B. Adger. New York: Robert Carter and Brothers, 1871-73. Reprint edition: Edinburgh and Carlisle, Pa.: Banner of Truth, 1974.
          Thornwell (1812-62) was a Reformed theologian who was professor of theology in the Presbyterian Theological Seminary at Columbia, South Carolina.
Turretin, Francis. Institutes of Elenctic Theology. 3 vols. Trans. by George Musgrave Giger. Ed. by James T. Dennison, Jr. Phillipsburg, N.J.: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1992-. (Two volumes published to date.)
          Turretin (1623-87) taught theology for over thirty years at the Academy in Geneva. His work, written in Latin, is said to be one of the fullest expressions of Calvinistic theology ever published. It was reprinted (in Latin) in 1847 and widely used as a theological textbook for American Presbyterians, most notably by Charles Hodge at Princeton.
Van Til, Cornelius. In Defense of the Faith, Vol. 5: An Introduction to Systematic Theology. N.p.: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1976.
          This volume contains Van Til's discussions of the nature of systematic theology, of revelation, and of the doctrine of God. Van Til was a Reformed theologian and philosopher who taught at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia and is best known for his presuppositional system of apologetics.
Warfield, Benjamin B. Biblical and Theological Studies. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed, 1976.
__________. The Lord of Glory. New York: American Tract Society, 1907.
__________. Studies in Theology. Carlisle: Banner of Truth Trust, 1988.
          Warfield (1851-1921) was a Reformed theologian who taught New Testament and then systematic theology at Princeton Theological Seminary from 1887-1921. In the estimate of many people, he was one of the greatest American theologians.
Watson, Richard. Theological Institutes. 2 vols. New York: G. Lane and P. Sandford, 1843. First published 1823.
          This is the earliest systematic theology by a Methodist. Watson (1781-1833) was Arminian in theological perspective.
Wiley, H. Orton. Christian Theology. Three vols. Kansas City, Mo.: Nazarene Publishing House, 1940-43.
          An Arminian systematic theology by a respected theologian in the Church of the Nazarene. Probably the best Arminian systematic theology published in the twentieth century, but it does not match Miley in scholarly depth.
Williams, J. Rodman. Renewal Theology: Systematic Theology From a Charismatic Perspective. 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.
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