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TEACHING TIP

Originally a small village called Thrace, Philippi
 was established when Philip II (Alexander the Great’s father) conquered and rebuilt it in 357 BC, fortifying it as a military stronghold and naming it after himself.  A century and a half late, it became a chief city of one of Macedonia’s four districts.
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Although Philippi’s growth was hampered by it’s being 10 miles north of a seaport, it became famous in 42 BC as the location of a battle between Julius Caesar’s assasins and the imperial army of Anthony and Octavian.  Following Octavian’s victory, many veterans settled in Philippi giving it a Roman and military heritage, which was further enhanced by its location on the Ignatian Way, the road connecting the Adriatic Sea with the Aegean Sea.  Thus, Philippi was a rich (enhanced by nearby gold mines) and busy place, home to many different religions.
Philippi was a Roman colony (cf. Act 16:12), which was a rare privilege for a city outside of Italy.  As such, its citizens enjoyed Roman citizenship (cf. Philippians 3:20; Acts 16:21—this is why Paul’s Roman citizenship meant so much to them, cf. Acts 16:35-39), tax exeption, and Roman government (notice the Latin titles in Acts 16:20, 22, 38).

It appears that Luke may have enjoyed a longer stay in Philippi after he first visited there with Paul on his second missionary journey (49-51 AD).  His “we” narrative begins and ends at Philippi (Acts 16:10, 40), picking up again when Paul passes through on his third missionary journey (Acts 20:6).

Paul almost certainly wrote this letter from a prison in Rome around 62 AD.  This seems to fit best with his references to the “imperial guard” (1:13) and “Caesar’s household” (4:22), his recognition of possible death (1:23), and the inscripturated record of his stay in Rome (Acts 28:30-31).
INTRODUCTION
Throughout his epistle to the Philippians, it becomes very apparent that Paul had a unique affection for the believers in the church at Philippi.  Philippians 1:8 crystalizes that endearment—“For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.”  When it came to his relationship with this special church, Paul had come to experience what Christ prayed for in John 17:26—“the love with which [God] loved [Jesus]” was in him, so that he could attest to loving the Philippians with the very “affection of Christ Jesus.”
Paul’s relationship with this church had a clearly divine beginning.  His “Macedonian Call” in Acts 16:6-10 was God’s revealed direction to him at a time when other doors were providentially closed.  When he arrived in Philippi, there was no Jewish synagogue (and only a small Jewish constituency, Acts 16:13), but “the Lord opened [Lydia’s] heart to pay attention to” the gospel (Acts 16:14), and she in turn opened her home to that small church (Acts 16:15, 40).  The rest of Acts 16 records the addition of a core family to that small congregation, when the Philippian jailor and his family believed in Jesus and were baptized (Acts 16:27-34), shortly after Paul’s and Silas’ miraculous prison escape (Acts 16:16-26).
We know from Acts 20:1-6 that Paul visited the Philippian church (on his third missionary journey from 52-55 AD) at least one more time before he wrote this letter.  His limited time with the believers there, however, in no way diminished his affection for them.  Thoughout the first eight verses, his use of the personal pronouns “I/me” and “you,” his references to their “partnership” and being “partakers” “with” him, and his straightforward expressions of warmth
 evidence a tender relationship between the apostle and his brothers and sisters in Christ at Philippi.

Indeed, Philippians 1:1-8 exude Christian affection (i.e., “the affection of Christ Jesus,” v. 8) within the local church
—this is most evident in verses 3-4, verse 7a, and verse 8.
  You should have “the affection of Christ Jesus” for your fellow-believers in the local church.  Do you?  It may be easy for you to say that you do, but what would God say?  Remember, He is your witness (v. 8).  Even before we outline this passage we discover some helpful benchmarks by which to evaluate whether or not we have “the affection of Christ” for our fellow-believers in the local church.  Ask yourself these questions:

· Do I remember my brothers and sisters (v. 3)?
· Do I thank God for my brothers and sisters (v. 3)?

· Do I habitually pray for my brothers and sisters (v. 4)?

· Do I rejoice in being connected to my brothers and sisters (v. 4-5)?

· Do I maintain confidence in God’s work within my brothers and sisters (v. 6)?

· Do I emotionally care for and desire a closeness to my brothers and sisters (v. 7-8)?
By now, it is probably quite apparent that we need to cultivate “the affection of Christ Jesus” for our fellow-believers in the local church.  That starts by thinking the right way about one another.  Philippians 2:1-5 will very clearly tell us that correct thinking is a key ingredient to Christian unity.  Here, as well, the one is linked to the other in such words as “thank,” “remembrance,” “prayer,” “am sure” or persuaded, and “feel” (lit. “think”).  We must think about one another the way Christ wants us to think about one another.  Paul models that in these verses.  Put contextually, in a day when Christians in the same church conflict and divide over personalities and preferences,
 Paul considered and delighted in participation and partnership.  Why should we cultivate “the affection of Christ” for our brothers and sisters in our local church?  It is because they are your partners in standing, your partners in sanctification, and your partners in service.

YOU SHOULD HAVE CHRISTIAN AFFECTION
FOR YOUR PARTNERS IN STANDING (vv. 1-2).
Paul’s letters model the typical structure of the day in that they all begin with a salutation.  These salutations include mention of the author and the recipient, and some kind of greeting.  They also show us how Paul fundamentally viewed himself and others now that his (and their) life was “in Christ.”  He recognized that they all shared the same standing.
1. We are slaves of Christ Jesus (v. 1).
Paul defines himself and Timothy (cf. 2:19-23) as being “servants of Christ Jesus.”  The word “servant” translates the Greek doulos and literally refers to one who sells himself into slavery for another (cf. Exodus 21:5-6).  To the people of God, this title was not one of oppression, but privilege.  It was used of the nation of Israel (Isaiah 43:10), Moses (Joshua 14:7), David (Psalm 89:3; 2 Samuel 7:5, 8), and Elijah (2 Kings 10:10).  It is used of all believers in Romans 7:6 and 1 Corinthians 7:22.
Paul hadn’t always been a “slave of Christ Jesus.”  In a previous life, he had been called Saul and was a persecutor of Christ Jesus (Acts 9:4-5).  But that Jesus had mercy upon him and redeemed his life from slavery to sin and death.  “Slave of Christ Jesus” was now his honored and humble title.  Likewise, Timothy, too, had to undergo a transformation of spiritual identiy before he could be so related to Christ (1 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2), a transformation he experienced through the gospel (2:22).

William Barclay explains to us the significance of this title:
To call the Christian the doulos of God means that he is inalienably possessed by God…is unqualifiedly at the disposal of God…owes an unquestioning obedience to God…[and] must be constantly in the service of God.

Within the local church, all believers share this standing.  Our lives are not our own; we’ve been bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)—all of us.  We share the lowness of this title; we share its evidence of redemption; we share its responsibilities.
2. We are saints in Christ Jesus (v. 1).
While contemporarily used, the term “saint” is used for super-Christians who did good things and lived good lives, Scripture uses it quite differently.  The word is literally the adjective “holy” and means set apart by God for God.  So, Paul is writing to those “in Philippi” who had been set apart by God for God—the saints or “holy ones.”

This privileged title had nothing to do with their spiritual maturity, but rather their spiritual identity.  They were “saints” because they were “in Christ.”  Their standing was “in Christ,” and thus they enjoyed His position and not their own.  MacArthur explains:
All believers are saints, not because they are themselves righteous, but because they are in their Lord, Christ Jesus, whose righteousness is imputed to them (Rom. 4:22–24). A Buddhist does not speak of himself as in Buddha, nor does a Muslim speak of himself as in Mohammed. A Christian Scientist is not in Mary Baker Eddy or a Mormon in Joseph Smith or Brigham Young. They may faithfully follow the teaching and example of those religious leaders, but they are not in them. Only Christians can claim to be in their Lord, because they have been made spiritually one with Him (cf. Rom. 6:1–11).

This special standing is something that every believer enjoys, and we are neither more nor less a saint than anyone else “in Christ.”  We all share the incredibly humbling standing of being “God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved” (Colossians 3:12).  Even those whom God has given to lead (“overseers”) and serve (“deacons”) the local church are themselves God’s tools to practically set apart His church unto Himself (Ephesians 4:11-16).  When we think the right way about one another—considering each other to be the “saints” that we truly are “in Christ—then we are prepared to love one another the right way.
3. We are supplied through Christ Jesus (v. 2).
Paul finishes his salutation with a blessed greeting: “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  “Grace” is God’s free, undeserved, unmerited favor that grants to us complete forgiveness through Jesus to those who belive the gospel (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 1:7; Titus 3:7).  It is further evidenced by God’s strength and enablement (cf. Psalm 84:11; Acts 4:33; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 12:9; Hebrews 4:16).

“Peace” is the restoration to and harmony with God as a result of such forgiveness (2 Thessalonians 3:16).  It also is a continued state of reality between us and our God (John 14:27; 16:33) which is the foundation for our practical experience of peace (Philippians 4:7-9).

These rich spiritual realities come to us because of an objective change in our relationship with God.  He is now our “Father,” and His adoption of us ensures that we will be treated like His children (cf. Galatians 4:1-7).  What a privileged status belongs to those in His family.

You are the One that we praise.

You are the One we adore.

You give the healing and grace

Our hearts always hunger for—

Oh, our hearts always hunger for 
Illustration:  It’s not uncommon to discover sibling rivalry even within stable homes.  Many times a sibling will have the very fleshly thought, “I just wish mom and dad would give my brother/sister up for adoption.”  Unfortunately, those sentiments are sometimes found within the local church.  We don’t always agree with God’s choice in adoption, and so we carnally despise or selfishly reject those whom we (in our own arrogance and blindness) believe shouldn’t have “made the cut.”
Paul’s own personal evaluation of himself never allowed him to go there.  Instead, he never got over the wonder that he—“the least of the apostles” (1 Corinthians 15:9),  “less than the least of all saints” (Ephesians 3:8), and the “chief” of “sinner” (1 Timothy 1:15)—was now a member of the family of God, richly supplied with grace and peace.

Application:  Indeed, let us together magnify Jesus Christ who has enabled this gracious adoption, and in so doing let us be unified in our mindset towards and affection for one another—after all, we share the same standing as “brothers and sisters” in the family of God.
Transition:  We should cultivate “the affection of Christ” for our fellow-believers in the local church.  This is because we are partners in standing, and secondly because we are partners in sanctification.
YOU SHOULD HAVE CHRISTIAN AFFECTION
FOR YOUR PARTNERS IN SANCTIFICATION (vv. 3-6).
Paul’s active response was one of thanksgiving (v. 3) and joy (v. 4) when he thought of this church family, “because of [their] partnership in the gospel from the first day until now” (v. 5).  Such a partnership was bound to be effective, because Paul was confident that “He who began a good work in [them would] bring it to completion” (v. 6).  Verses 5 and 6 reveal a tension that all of us are enjoying as partners in sanctification.
1. We should participate in the gospel (v. 5).
Paul had the “affection of Christ” for the Philippian believers because they, like he, had maintained an integral connection to the gospel.  They enjoyed a “partnership” (Gk. koinonia) or sharing with Paul in the gospel.  And again, as we saw last week, this wasn’t a shared affiliation with some concept.  It was a shared commitment to the One who is Good News, Jesus Christ (cf. Mark 1:1; 1 Corinthians 1:9; 1 John 1:3; Philippians 3:7-14).  The relationship of Paul with this church was a relationship in three, for they were united to one other by their union with Christ.  They were joint-owners of a life-transformation and a heavenly-reorientation; they were uniformly defined by this message and Man—their lives were gospel-centered.  As our Single Focus mission statement affirms, they partnered in knowing, loving, living, and giving the gospel of Jesus Christ.

This koinonia within the gospel is something we all share (2 Corinthians 13:14), and as we see by Paul’s use of this term throughout Philippians, it takes on a very practical dimension.

· In 1:7, Paul refers to a partnership in mission or evangelism.
· In 2:1, Paul references a fellowship with God through the Holy Spirit.

· In 3:10, Paul refers to a sharing in suffering.

· In 4:14-15, Paul praises the Philippians’ physical sharing of their materials.

What we are discovereing, then, is that participation in the gospel is tangeable.  A Christ-centered, gospel-saturated believer will be “filled with the fruits of righteousness that come through Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:11).
Before we leave this point, we should notice that this church had participated with Paul in the gospel “from the first day until now.”  They had believed, studied, loved, and obeyed the gospel since they first received it.  When Lydia and her household and the Philippian jailor and his family trusted Christ, they entered corporately into a progress of Christlikeness that they had never abandoned.  They recognized that they were both a needy audience of the gospel and necessary messengers of the gospel—and their mutual dependency in light of the first and mutual duty in light of the second bound them together in “the affections of Christ.”

Application: If you have a hard time loving your brothers and sister in Christ within the local church, it may be because you are “swimming upstream.”  Perhaps you’ve started to coast in your Christianity, no longer pursuing Christ and practicing Christlikeness, and when you gather with fellow-believers who are more active in their gospel-participation, you find yourself going against the flow.  What has your gospel-progression and partnership been “from the first day until now”?  Have you stagnated?  God’s counsel to you is in Philippians 2:12-13.
2. God will perfect what He started (v. 6).
Balancing the previous point is this one, and a similar tension is found in 2:12-13.  What we learn here is that involved in our sanctification is a cooperation between us and God.  Having already commended the Philippians for participating in the gospel over the last 10+ years, Paul now triumphs in God’s participation.

See, what Paul shared with these Philippian believers was not only a human commitment to knowing, loving, living, and giving the gospel, but also a theological persuasion that ultimately God was the initiator (i.e., “He who began” or inaugurated—Illustrated in Lydia’s life, Acts 16:14; cf. Philippians 1:29 reminds us that even our faith was from God),
 the continuator (i.e., “will bring it to completion at” or [lit.] until; cf. 2:13), and the finisher (i.e., “the day of Jesus Christ”) of gospel-life within them (i.e., the “good work”).  The word “bring to completion” translates a compound word (Gk. epiteleo—epi prefix + teleo verb [meaning “to complete”]) that intesifies Paul’s point—God is able to totally, completely, fully complete what He started.  In other words, He will mature His people into the full image of Christ (Ephesians 4:11-13); He will guarantee their complete salvation (1 Peter 1:3-5); He will accomplish His entire purpose for them (Philippians 3:20-21); what He starts, He finishes.
Paul’s assurance is that this work of sanctification would result in nothing other than glorification, being completed “at the day of Jesus Christ.”

“The day of Christ Jesus” is a phrase occurring with only slight variations six times in the NT, three of them in Philippians (1 Cor 1:8; 5:5; 2 Cor 1:14; Philippians 1:6, 10; 2:16). The expression is similar to the “day of the Lord” (1 Thess 5:2) and the OT “day of Jehovah” (Amos 5:18–20). However, in contrast to the OT emphasis on judgment, the “day of Christ Jesus” is mentioned in all cases with reference to the NT church. It will be the time when Christ returns for his church, salvation is finally completed, and believers’ works are examined and the believer rewarded. [cf. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:10]

Illustration:  F. B. Meyer illustrates Paul’s teaching that what God starts, He finishes.
We go into the artist’s studio and find there unfinished pictures covering large canvases, and suggesting great designs, but which have been left, either because the genius was not competent to complete the work, or because paralysis laid the hand low in death; but as we go into God’s great workshop we find nothing that bears the mark of haste or insufficiency of power to finish, and we are sure that the work which His grace has begun, the arm of His strength will complete.

Paul declares that he is “sure” that what God starts, He finishes.  The word “sure” could be rendered “confident” or “persuaded,” and it carries the idea of being led to a particular point of view.  Certainly Paul’s confidence rested upon God’s revealed Word which clearly teaches that God is (completely) sovereign
 and that what God starts, He finishes (cf. John 6:37, 39; 10:27-28; Romans 8:18-19, 23, 29, 38-39; 1 Corinthians 15:49, 52-53; Galatians 4:19; Colossians 3:4; 2 Timothy 2:13, 19; 1 Peter 1:3-5; 5:4; 1 John 3:2; Jude 24).  However, those who teach the loss of salvation completely disregard Paul’s inscripturated and inspired confidence here.  Now, (necessarily) bringing free will into this discussion demonstrates a certain amount of mystery here, but Paul’s own salvation testimony authenticated for him what God’s Word teaches.  For example, Paul himself boldly teaches election (Ephesians 1:4), and yet he had been a decided enemy of God (1 Timothy 1:13).  But when God arrested His attention on the Damascus Road, he personally learned that what God starts (via election in eternity past), He finishes (via his divine conviction in present time).

Illustration: William Hendriksen observed, “God…is not like men. Men conduct experiments, but God carries out a plan. God never does anything by halves.”

Application:  What confidence there is, then, for believers!  What reason to be optimistic and hopeful—not only regarding ourselves and God’s work within us, but also regarding God’s work within one another!  Salvation wasn’t up to us (even though we all chose Him in our free will—again, a mystery), and neither is sanctification.  Yes, we must participate in the gospel, for such faith is the evidence and authentication of the life of God within us.  But Paul’s simple confidence was this: “God, if you started this good work in me, then you’ll end it, too.”  And, friends, that’s true of each of us “in Christ” at our local church.  All of us desperately need that work of God, and all of us share the promise of such a work.  With such equality of need and promise, let us mutually love one another with “the affection of Christ.”
3. We should pray with joy (vv. 3-4).
Paul thankfully and joyfully prayed (v. 4) “because of” his partnership with (v. 5) and confidence in (v. 6) the Philippian believers.  Because they were partaking with him in God’s triumphant process of sanctification, he joyfully prayed for God to do what He said that He would (see the requests in verses 9-11).

There is admittedly mystery here (e.g., why should we pray for what God promised to do?), but there is also great encouragement.  John writes in 1 John 5:14-15, “And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.”  In other words, if we are praying according to God’s will, we have confidence that God will answer.  When we pray prayers like verses 9-11, we know that we are asking for what God’s revealed will is (cf. 1:6; 2:12), and we are thus assured of His favorable answer.  What a tremendous way to pray for brothers and sisters in Christ in our local church.
Application:  Our next lesson will consider this application in more detail, but for now, will you commit to pray with joyful anticipation for the spiritual growth of your brothers and sisters in the local church?  The Lord may use that Spirit-enabled habit to further endow you with “the affection of Christ” for them.
Transition:  We should cultivate “the affection of Christ” for our fellow-believers in the local church.  This passage gives us at least three reasons to do so.  First, we are all partners in standing.  Second, we are all partners in sanctification.  Finally, we are all partners in service.
YOU SHOULD HAVE CHRISTIAN AFFECTION
FOR YOUR PARTNERS IN SERVICE (vv. 7-8).
Paul states in verse 7 that he held the Philippian believers “in his heart” because (or “for”) they were “partakers with [him] in grace, both in [his] imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.”  The idea here is that the Philippian believers shared in gospel-service with Paul, which was then cause for his Christlike affection for them.  Sharing together in gospel-service is the proof of fellowship in standing and sanctification (cf. 2 Thessalonians 1:3; Hebrews 6:9-10).
1. We serve together in purpose (v. 7).
Paul’s affection for these believers was due, in part, to their being “partakers with [him] in grace.”  “Grace” here refers to Paul’s specific “stewardship of grace” or apostolic calling (cf. Ephesians 3:1-10; Colossians 1:24-29).  According to Philippians 4:10, 14-18 (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:9;  8:1-5; Romans 15:26), the Philippian church had over and again supported Paul financially (and prayerfully) and thus “partaken with [him] in grace,” for their ministry to him was their own “stewardship of grace.”

We have all been made stewards of grace.  The specifics of that stewardship differ from believer to believer and perhaps from situation to situation (Illustration: Pastor Ben’s stewardship changed when he went from itinerant evangelism to local church pastoring), but we all have been entrusted with such grace (1 Peter 4:10-11).  Rehearsing that we are partners together in such gospel-service (and actually doing together such gospel-service) will fuel our affection for one another.
2. We serve together through persecution (v. 7).
According to verse 7, even when Paul’s status endangered his associates (e.g., “imprisonment”), the Philippian church served alongside the apostle and even ministered to him directly.  They recognized that when one member of the body suffers, they all do (1 Corinthians 12:26), and therefore, they shared with Paul in that trouble (Philippians 1:29-30; 4:14).  Such a recognized partnership in persecution provoked “the affection of Christ” in Paul.
3. We serve together by proclamation (v. 7).
Paul states that this dear church also partnered with him in gospel-service when he was freely “defending” (1 Peter 3:15) and “confirming” (Luke 1:4; 1 Corinthians 1:6) the gospel.  Thielman writes,
The terms Paul uses for “defending” (apologia) and “confirming” (bebaiosis) are technical legal terms for providing a speech of defense before an official (Acts 22:1; 2 Tim. 4:16) and giving a guarantee that something is true (Heb. 6:16).

Illustration/Application:  Consider the following illustration and application from Pastor Kent  Hughes:

I recall several years ago a man in the church I was then pastoring musing after his return from a short-term missions project about the wonderful fellowship he had experienced on the trip and wishing that he could experience the same at home. Since then I have reflected that his ten days with a band of brothers and sisters serving in South America united in laboring for the gospel was a happy experience like that of the first-century fellowship of the gospel. Further, I think that when Christians go from church to church looking for good fellowship, they are looking for an illusion.

What do I mean? Fellowship over coffee after a church service is good, but it is not Christian fellowship. It is fellowship among Christians, but not the fellowship that Paul celebrated. Don’t misunderstand—having coffee and meals together is one of our great pleasures. I love a cup of coffee with friends. I will eat anything and all that is placed in front of me, relishing it all the more in the company of good friends and conversation!

But if you are looking for true fellowship, give yourself to the gospel at home and around the world. Serve together with others in women’s Bible studies, children’s ministries, youth ministries. Do short-term missions. Join mercy work to alleviate suffering in places like the vast area devastated by Katrina. Take the good news to the poor. Join a band of brothers and sisters to pray for the world. That is how you will experience genuine Christian fellowship [i.e., “the affection of Christ”].

CONCLUSION

With God as your witness (v. 8), can you truly say of your fellow-believers in the local church that you “yearn for [them] with the affection of Christ Jesus” (v. 8)?  The reasons to cultivate such a Spirit-produced love (cf. Galatians 5:22) are well-rehearsed in this passage—your fellow-believers are your partners in standing, your partners in sanctification, and your partners in service.
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� “God is working to a schedule, and the day of Jesus Christ is fixed in the Father’s diary. It is as if he is under contract to himself and to his Son. The day will come and everything and everyone will be ready in time for it. There will be no last-minute rush, no botching up, nothing that will ‘do for now’; strikes will not delay it nor carelessness mar it. The Father has weighed up the merits of his Son and the proper response to his work at Calvary, and nothing will suffice but that he should bring his Son out from the invisible glories of heaven and show him publicly to a wondering and worshipping world. For his own glory, the Father must one day see every knee bowed to Jesus and hear every tongue acknowledge his Lordship. And our salvation is as assured as the coming of that day! For it is we, the saints, the believers, the objects of the good work, who must be made ready for his coming ‘on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marvelled at in all who have believed’ [2 Thessalonians 1:10]” (J. A. Motyer, The Message of Philippians, The Bible Speaks Today [Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1984], 45).


� Homer A. Kent Jr., Philippians, ed. Frank E. Gaebelein, The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 11: Ephesians Through Philemon (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1981), 105–106.


� F. B. Meyer, The Epistle to the Philippians (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1952), 28.


� http://thegospelcoalition.org/blogs/justintaylor/?p=24695


� Hendriksen, 55.
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